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Well known  South African architect and urban designer behind Devonbosch’s mixed use concept receives prestigious international award

South African architect and urban designer Henri Comrie did his country proud with an international award he won at the World Architecture Festival Awards held in Lisbon at the end of 2022, where he was the winner in the Educational Buildings Category based on his work on the Sol Plaatje University in Kimberley. The award was won against a field of finalists comprising  some of the most established international names in the field (see reference link below). 

Comrie is an urban design specialist and past British Commonwealth Scholar whose accolades and achievements include his role as lead urban designer for the Cape Town Stadium Precinct, followed by urban design led projects such as The Towers precinct in the Cape Town Foreshore and most recently by his key role at Devonbosch. According to Comrie, the Devonbosch development really is a very special project that stands out from others in his career. “I believe that Devonbosch is different from the vast majority of larger developments because the shareholders have been consistently championing the importance of the whole over the individual parts. I think that Devonbosch will be unique because people will be able to see for themselves the qualities in space within a reasonable time, rather than just relying on what the marketing brochures tell them,” says Comrie. 

Comrie’s reputation as a designer comes from his ability to work effortlessly and imaginatively across scales, from single houses to entire precincts. When asking his peers, they will quickly tell you that what sets him apart from others in the industry is his strong strategic awareness in the fields of architecture and urban design, coupled with his ability to convey complex ideas in simple terms informed by his signature, free hand drawings. His dedication towards creating high quality, timeless spaces is a trademark of this talented South African architect.  He now operates from London where he is urban design lead with the global public realm specialists Gillespies, but continues to remain involved in South African projects like Devonbosch through clients valuing the globally significant currency of his work.

When asked about the South African property industry's position on a global scale, Comrie notes that short-termism and risk-driven involvement pose significant challenges. “Good urban design requires a medium-term outlook, which is often hindered by the volatility and high interest rates prevalent in the industry. Despite these challenges, I still believe that quality yields rewards, and I encourage others in the industry to keep believing in it too. I also think that it is beneficial to look to old parts of cities like Stellenbosch and Paris for inspiration because they are built around simple but often forgotten place making rules that talk to the soul,” Comrie adds.

To see Comrie’s work first hand in South Africa, or for further information on the unique mixed use precinct he designed in Stellenbosch, visit www.devonbosch.co.za.
Reference Links:
https://digital.emap.com/39748/89948/index.html?43108 - Educational Buildings Category awards list
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Notes to Editor:

About Devonbosch Development
At Devonbosch, you will encounter the essence of connected living, with the outdoors as your playground and Stellenbosch lifestyle on your doorstep. Explore a vibrant and dynamic way of living where nature, sustainability and the environment are seamlessly intertwined. Cycle to your local market or amble along the brick-laid pathways surrounded by tree-lined green spaces, mountainous valleys of the Cape Winelands as well as stunning wetlands and a picturesque lake teeming with bird life.

About SquareTurn
SquareTurn Developments is a South African property development company established by a prominent Belgian property group - Square Group, and local SA businessmen. Through meticulous investment strategies and high quality bespoke developments, both companies have established themselves as leaders in the European property market. SquareTurn Developments have invested in strategically desirable land holdings in the Cape. At SquareTurn, we believe that change is the driving force behind progress. As a progressive land developer and property investment firm, our mission is to create lasting change in communities in South Africa.  Whether through innovative architectural designs, sustainable building practices, or groundbreaking urban planning initiatives, we are committed to pushing the boundaries of what is possible and shaping a brighter future for generations to come. With our global reach and diverse team of experts, we don’t just develop; we also create destinations with cutting-edge thinking at the highest level. SquareTurn. we deliver change.
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